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First, and most 1mport9nt I have two epologies %o make to
~members. To those members who llve outside Britain and get thein
" newsletters sent girmail, and who may not. yet heve received N/L
‘ho.* 15, I gr0vel T .put airmail p-stage’on the newsletters, but
'COmnletely fo?got to mark them 'airmail', so they will in all.

probability have gone surface. I can only say that I am very sorry
about that, and I'11l try to remember not to do it agein!

® members who .ordered 'Enterprise Incidents' and then found there
was something of a delay before it arrived, we slso owe an apology,
although the delay wasn't our fault. Helen sent me 2 package of
illustrations early in December;- and it still hasn't arrived! Poor
‘Helen had to re-do them. Everyoneé who ordered "Enterprise In01dents‘
should have it by now, however.

Doing those illustrations was Helen's last officlal duty for STAG.
She writes:

Dear Fellow-Trekkers,

ST Tt is with a great deal of regret that I have
decided to re51gn my position as STAG's Art Secretary. I have held
the position for almost two years, but the pressure of other duties
and interests has been steadily increasing over the past few months
and now -that I have taken on the editorship of the London group's
new zine I find that if I am to have time for my rown drawing and
w riting, something hes to go! I considered very carefully whether
or not STAG needed an axt secretary as much as T need the time to

- finish my novel, and .regretfully concluded that it didn't. Very

few ST fanzines can afford to print much artwork; indeed, one of
my herdest tssks has always been to tell people who have sent me

“lovely drawings, "We love it, but we cen't print it."

With this in mind, T have deolded to resign, but I shall,vof
course, remain a STAG member, and as much of an ST fan as ever. I
cen't let this opportunity slip by without thanking some of the
friends I have met in and through STAG for their help and their

kindnesg - in particulsr Jenny and Terry Elson, who introduced me,
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like so many othews, for orgsn1$ed.ST fanrom, J%nnlfafWGuttrlége,
one of theﬁ HBwW e@kellent ST fan writersgy. -Jah Tayloré Barbie
Bowermai, . ‘Whom I met at the first minicon and have swappedildeas ,
with ever since; Barbars Kitson, jewellery designer par excelf%nce,
reluctant model, and my .colleberator on a trilogy; and, especielly,
all the people who let themselves be press-ganged into making,
modelling and peying for some of the germents in my personal ego-
trip, the Galactic Fashion Show at the lest con. They are too many
to list individually, but I feel very fortunate to know them all.

Finally, I should like to give my thanks and best wishes to Janet,
Sheila and Beth, both for their friendship to me personally and for
all their hard work for the club; and to ask you all to remember
that STAR TREK LIVES, in the most meaningful way possible, when we
all keep in our lives the concepts the-show tried so hard to
embody .

Yours,
Helen.

We're sorry to lose Helen,-but of course we do appreciate her
position We wish her luck ‘with her edltorshlp of the London. .
group's zineé, 'City".
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Talking of local groups; ‘Marion Dougall, 60 Sheen Court, Richmond
Surrey, TW10 SDF, is part of & group which aims to help put trekkies
in touch with others who live locally to them. For further info,
write Marion, sending a SAE plesse. Scottish Trekkies contact
Helen Sneddon, 12 Broomvele Drive, Newton Mesrns, Glasgow G77 SNN.
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Alnitah. An independant zine, put out by Ann Looker, The Forge
41 Main Streét, Weston Turv1lle, Aylesbury, Bucks. Issues land 2,
45p each plus 15p P & P, 25p postege if both are ordered The
last -I heard from Ann, issue 1 was neaxly sold out.  Issue 3 should
be ready very soon, 75p including postage.

I repeet, Alnitah is.an independant zine, put out by a local group,
'and has no official connection with STAG. Cheques and POs for.it
should be made payable to Ann Looker, not to STAG. ’ '
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An extremely good American zine is T-Negative, put out by Ruth
Berman,5620 Edgewater Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55417, TUSA.
Cost is two dollars for five issues,. or two dollars for three back
numbers, and currently nos. 1 - 13, 18 - 29 are available.
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Lincoln Bnterprises, Box 69470, Los Angeles, Califorhia 90069 USA,
have put out a new catalogue for Star Trek's tenth year anniversary.
There aré-a lot of new items on this catalogue, as well as a
continuation of items liké scripts and clips from the old catalogue.
Remerber to 1nolude an International Reply Coupon if you gend to
them for a catelogue
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3

In newsletter no. 15 soméone'éhonymous touched on a comparison of
Star Trek with BSpace 1999 I'd like to make a personal.elaboration
on that theme if I may. ' We can consider three categories: Special
Effects, Acting and Scripts.

As a Scilence Fiction fan (WOT a Star Trek fan - there is a differ-
ence; though Star Trek is tops on my 'favourite programme! list)
it mekes my blood boil to see the potential Spece 1999 hes and. the
way the fools behind the progrsmme are wasting this potential.

Wher Gene Roddenberry conceived Star Trek he had a great ides and
it STAYED a greet ides until they took it off the production
schedule. But Space 1999 has come from a & great ides to an
extravagant waste of time.

‘With 2 two and one half million pound budget and an ex—200l A
Space Odyssey special effects designer drewing a salery from that
budget, you'd expect better effects on Space 1999 than on Ster Trek.
But this we don't get. WNot in an over-sll sense anyway. The extent
and variability of Space 1999 scenery is greater than that of Star
Trek - there-is no need +to fgll back on 'Barth-type' planets, for
ins‘tence, with a £23M budget you build your own worlds - but what
Star Trek does is to use what it hes BETTER. O01' Gene R. had QUALITY
where he did not have gquantity (in comparison to Space.1999, that is)
For example, the Enterprise bridge is more logical than Alpha control,
its Spece 1999 counterpart, whixh seems to have been built more far
effect then practicability. You don't come to know Alpha control,
but we sre 2ll femiliar with the bridge of the Enterprise. Lots of
money does not good special effects make, so to spesk. If you have
a crap designer you've lost before you start.

Acting. There has to be a comperison of characters between the
two progremmes. There has +to be a comparison of the programmes
themselves. It's inevitable Star Trek wes the beginning of the
'sensible' sciencde fiction programme on television. It took us
out of the 'Lost in Speace'’ era snd also out of the corny rut that
science fiction on television had fellen into. It is the highest
pinnacle yet reeched. It hes set a precedent for all who follow
with Shetner's "To seek out new life and new civilisations" (and
incidentally meke Kirk the first Starship Captain to split the
1nf1n1t1ve) end eny other progremmne even remotely embodying the same
theme (e ‘z. Space 1999) is going to be compared to the best.of the
time's - and right how that is Star Trek. The progremme that
originated the theme. All other spece-sdventure programmes sre
compered to Ster Trek. Ster Trek is never compsred TO a programme
because there is nothing to touch it yet. One dey a programme will
come which Ster Trek will be compared to but that seems a long way
off and Space 1999 is certainly not that programme (thoughit's
difficult not to compare Star Trek +to the film Forbidden Planet.
Perhaps Gene R. was not as orlglnal as some people think him. Mm? )

John Koenig and James Kirk are roughly eguivalent except that
J. Koenig is more corny than Kirk sometimes is. Occasionslly, just
occasionally mind you, we get that despite Spock, Bones, Scotty,
Sulu end Chekov being 'the best in their fields' etc, etc, it iz -
Kirk who comes up with the answer to the problem at hend. It meakes
Spook or Bones or . Scotty look stupid because they should have.thought
of it, but the script demends the Kirk cheracter meintsins a sup-
erior know-all position - so everyoné else hag to act dumb.occas-
ionally.  John Koenig acts brilliant and everyone else dumb every
weel on Space 1999. It's pitiful to see Victor Bergman and the-
others missing the obvious so that John Koenig can see it, because
it's completely out of charscter for them. Ster Trek is guilty of
this only occesionally but it drasgs Space 1999 face down through
the mud.
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Character for character only Bergmen and Spock end McCoy and
Helena are compsrable. Noone else has a counterpart in the other
programme; and even their characters are different people. It's
logical for a commander to have a science officer and a medical
officer and it's logical to have a commander for a bese or ship -
so there's no copying here.if people are- reading that into the
programmes . ’ '

As for scripts,. wheré Star Trek has s message, Space 1999 has
insensibilities. Ster Trek has the occasional bad script, Space 1999
the occasional good script, mainly because Star Trek explains
things to us lowly wetchers wheress Space 1999 throws way omt
occurances in your face end waves them eway with 2 ‘we don'?t know
WHY it's heppening, but it is'. Copout. A cheap, lazy cop-out.
Pathetic! ' _

Money isn't eVLrythlng Space 1999 proves that. Your sorips, .
ectors, writers, producers, special effects men, your whole team is
-what meakes a programme. Star Trek has a good teem and Space 1999 a
bad team. IN COMPARISON. If Star Trek had never happened, Space
1999 would have locked better since it would have had nothing to be
bmpared with. But it hes. And it's called 3ter Trek. And that's

a s Just too bad because Ster Trek shows whet can be done, and what

ISN'T belng doneé on Space 1999. All thet money,. all that potential
is being wested by rotten scriptwriters, mishendling of characters
‘and possibilities, a total lack of appreolatlon of what could be
done. It's tregic.
End of‘oom7arlson, and no doubt there are those who would ﬁlsagree
with me.
. Briesn Lynch.

I've read several comperisons.of the two programmes recently
(professionally published ones) but thought that Brian's:article
was probably more embracing than any quotations I could have
given. Does anyone have any comments to make about Brian's views,
either for or against? Personally, I fully sgree with him that
Space 1999 had a great deel of unattained potential. I also felt
that there was e great deel lacking in the wey of any inter-relat-
ionship between the cheracters; and ags for the minor characters,
I worked out who was who in Ster Trek inside three weeks (end one
of those weeks wes 'What are Little Girls Made of') but I'd barely
managed to reech the stege when I could identify the lesser
charectery in Speace 1999 when the series went off the air.
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Kim Wélis, 1 Banbury Cloée,'Hurdsfleld Léoole4 ®ield, Cheshire, has
Star Trek annuals 1971 to 1976 inclusive for sale, T5p each
1nclud1ng postage, condition as new. . .

*****************

1) Mixed slides for sale. Unmounted 60p for 10 nlus SAE.
2) Slide copies mede from your slides. 1Op each (excellent quellty)
%) HELP. I need slides etc to recreste the 'City' episode as a
'tgne/sllde show. I will bv"-“ trade for spere slides or prints
or borrow your slides on egreed trsde terms for me to copy. Send -
'descrlptlons and price or trade terms you require to
Bill Everton, 40 Flora Grove, 3t. Albans, Hexrts, ALl SET

KRR RHKHHEHHHRXKFHAX
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" AMUCK TIME - a Journey to the Minicon.(1975)

. Every one of us brings. something unique, something very special
to Ster Trek fandom. With some people, it's poetry. Others can
draw. But me - I bring a Curse.

Take the minicon, for instance. TYou'd think this time nothing
conld go wrong. -No chance of gear-box collapse, flat:tyre, flat
battery (ond all of these I have had heppen). No, this time I wes
sharing transport. Didn't even heve to navigete. So when I
crawled out of bed a2t 6.15 a.m., all eager to Boldly Go Where:
Quite ¢ Few People Had Gone Before, I thought I had it made. Even
allowed myself en hour for the half-hour journey to Beﬁh's for mny
11fb‘ And for once all went rlght

.Into Beth‘s gleeming white cer we piled, olutohlng our monies
and goodles in our little hot hends. Nothing was going to stop us
this time. We were rcedy. to go through fire and water to get there.
 But this we hedn't expected to go through. I don't know about
Infinite Diversity, but the road seemed to heve been frequented
by Infinite Cows without s2ny Infinite Combinstions 2%t all. It
looked like a film of water on the surface. But...that cer wes
khaki by the other side. All over, folks. About helf an inch
thick...and of course no carwesh for miles.

And heve you ever tried to clean @ cer of - er - using.only a
léeking watering cen and & farmyard tep? Inside the bonnet, yet?.
The Curse of the Drepers had done us proud.

Ann couldn‘t understend why we all leapt out so quickly at her
house — nor why we had to lean on the fence to recover our breath.
Mass insenity? But she soon got wind of the truth...and produced
a Cologne spray to combat the aroma. But 211 the perfumes of
Arabia couldn't heve helped, and by the time she'd finished, we -
smelt like the only mobile Argelian brothel in the quedrant. - Rude
jokes and songs all the wey up the M-1 : 'Diarrhoes, I've just hit
a petch of Diarrhoea' was my favourite. Sky signs with tall cows-
for a wearning? But the funniest part of that loony journey was
when we pessed through towns. Pedestriens' faces: "Snnff. Snnff?
SNNFFFF!I ! L Gorblimey-~I've-never-been-so-insulted-in-my-life!"
expressions from a starchy couple 2t & traffic island. And the
lorry driver who neerly fell out of his cab...of course, we were
ell trying to pretend it hed nothing to do with us. Wide-eyed
innocence — Mudd's Women -in person. But 'when we finelly steggered
in, giggling end late,.you couldn't have misteken us: the ponkiest®
"Trekkers in Leicester! Keep on trekkin'! : T

‘Margoret Dreaper.
KR W R KR KRR R R RN R HH

. Several people have asked us a2bout the books from the lest con,
wondering what had happened to deley them. "It was originally
inten?»d to include in these some photos taken at the con; butb
the photos were teken in oolour, and the printing process is in
black and white, and: tnere heve Ween difficulties created by
this, Jenny tells us. They're still trying tc get these photos
printed, but unless they are successful soon, they may Just have
to abandon the idea of 1nolua1ng the photas. :

*—‘é*-r’-vé%*%********%



6

It seems that most folk don't have 'unfavourite' episodes - at
least, only one or two wrote in to say which one they'd choose to
miss out. ' ‘ A . N

Elizabeth Sherp says, "The episode I liked the least must be 'The
Parsdise Syndrome': In my opinion, you would be hard pressed to
find a bigger load of 'professionsl' rubbish enywhere. But pérhaps
that's because I'm-a Spock fan:. If Kirk had been my favourite
character,  then'I would probably have loved thet particuler episode."

Barrie Wright says, "...I would like to send in my opinion about
which S:T. episode we would leave out, if it was shown on TV again.
It is hard to choose because each eplsode has one little piece in
it thet's good, the odd funny comment, etc. (e.g., Corbomite
Manoeuver, as Kirk stsmped out from MoCoy s lab, McCoy on his own
says, 'If I jumped every time a light came on around here, I'd end
up talking to myself!' Seriously, the least interesting were Mudd'&
Women, Omegs Glory and Children Shsll Lead, and that's about all.

There was a2 joint letter from Sharon Scrase and Jeannette Taylor,
saying, "Sharon's chosen 'Let That Be Your Last Batttefield'. The
only thing she does 1like are the spéoial effects, the mest bores
her to tears. Mine's 'The Corbomite Maneouver'. I can't stand it.
Out of 2ll the episodes, this one I really hate. T haven‘t even
got a 'particular reason.

Now a question. Sharon and I are pretty sure we have seen an
episode called 'The Last Gunfight'. It was shown quite some time
ago. When we next saw it, the title was changed to 'Spectre of tle
Gun', and some of the story outline changed with it. [ Has anybody
else seen it or did we both imagine it? It is in Star Trek 3 as
"The Lagt Gunfight."

I think you imagined it, girls. I know I get mixed up with
Blish's version occasionally ~ there's a scene in Journey tc Bsbel
I heve a very vivid mentsl picture of, and as far as I've been able
to sscertain, it hasn't appeared anywhere except in Blish's adapt-
ation. It certainly isn't in the final draft script. I know I
read Star Trek 3 before I saw Spectre of the Gun, and when I saw
the title, my first reactlon was, ’Oh Chsnges.'

There was also one letter about an episode the writer thought
improved by the BBC's cuts. Kathleen Glancy writes,

"There's one episode I feel was much improved by cutting, and
that's 'Bread and Circuses', with the removal of the Kirk/Drusilla
scene. I happen to think that Kirk's behaviour here is disgusting.
He's lent a slave for the night, and with little hesitation and
that 81l connected with the thought that it's a trick, he uses hex
without any sttempt to find out how she feels about the whole thing.
Jertainly she's acting willing - but she's a well-trained slave,
and for all she knows he's a dear friend of Claudius' and she could
be whipped if she doesn't please him. Then he more or less thanks
Cleudius for his kind thought in the morning. Xirk in this episode
is morally no better -thasn Claudius ~ in fact he is worse, because
Claudius doesn't know any better. It makes him a hypocrite, too -
his attitude when he's the one enslaved, as in Gamesters of Tris-—
kelion and Plsto's Stepchildren, is very. different: Maybe he's only
opposed to slavery for men. Now if it had been one of the others
in his place -~ Spock, of course, would have dismissed her at once,
and McCoy, I think, would have thought of her, have pitied the life
she must lesd - after all, not a'l the guests she's lent out to
would be as attractive as Kirk - would have talked to her instead
of just making a grab. McCoy's male chauvanism is the nicer kind
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called chivalry - Kirk's is the 'sex object' variety. No wonder
he brushed off their questions abous what happened - he was, one
hopes, ashamed of himself. Or maybe he's so conceited he simply
_assumed that of course she'd be willing. Yes, well, anyway -
cutting out that scene cen only be an improvement. Whenever I see
it I wish Kirk would meet a girl, fall really in love with her,
want to marry her and she'd find out somehow about Drusilla and
refuse to have anything to do with him because of it."

Any comments, anyone?

RRHHHFEEKRHAREKHRRH
TN SUPPORTlOF THE ANIMATED ALIENS

A pnumber of people 4o not like the alien creatures which appear
in the snimations.

Personally, I find the aliens one of the favourable features of
the snimated shows. I think it extremely parochial that we should
assume thet only our type of physiology cen give rise to intellig-
ence. Granted, to us, ours seems the obvious physical type. But
is it the only one possible?

Given the right conditions, any creature could develop intelli-
gence. Some have more incentive than others, some have more
" opportunity. Herbivores have s poor chance, if only because grass
is so poor a diet that they must spend most of their liveés Just
_esting in order to stay salive. Yet even there — what is intellig-~
ence? Deer cen survive in winter conditions thet would kill a mah
in & few hours; is it clever to be able to resd and write and -
count, yet not know how to find shelter in a storm? But I feel
that herbivores do have the 'dice weighted agsinst them.

‘Predators, on the othér hand, have a more nutritious diet. They
‘have time between mesls, time to think - to use their brains. And
they must think, plan to some extent, in order to be successful
hunters. With use, their minds become more active, and there we
have the beginning of intelligence.

However, again we strike a drawback. How to use this intelligence?
Man is not the only téol-user on Barth; certain birds have lesrned
the minimal use of tools, stones to bresk open eggs, pointed thorns
to impale insects and grubs. Some form of manipulative limb must
be present to allow tools to be used effectively, however. These
could be hands; they could Just as easily be tentalces or a trunk.
Many creatures use their front paws as hands; several sea creatures
have useful tentacles; +the elephent has & most efficient trunk.
What is to prevent one of these other species from developing as a
rival to man? Ceats are intelligent - 'in a feline sort of way.

Only the: fact that they still go on all fours hsndicaps them. I
find it easy to believe that somewhere there is a2 planet where
cats - or dogs - learned to walk on two legs and developed a
civilised culture. Or squirrels. Or octopi.

Whales are generally considered intelligent, dolphins pértioularly
so. While their lack of manipulative digits handicaps them, & race
of whales could develop a culture based on ESP. "It would probably
never become a technological culture, but think of how much poll-
ution they would be saved!

As for plants - well, why not? Plants are living things. They
breathe, take in nourishment and water, reproduce, sleep. They
react to externsl stimuli, light and dark, heat and cold. They
move - not by picking up their roots and welking, but by the use of
runners or suckers, and some even have very mobile leaves or petals.
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Scientific experiments have indicated that they react to pain

and to simple emotions like love or fear. And while there is no

- positive proof that they do think, nelther is there proof that

they do not.

. Intelligent insects - or at least, 1nsevt oolonles - also seem
possible. I think probably the oolony, worklng together, is a bet-
ter bet for intellegence than 2 single creature which, after all,
tends .to have a rather short life span.. Yet, given intelligence,
how much could be accomplished in that life span? To snothex
species, our lives might last only a few days.

Having said all that, however, I must admit that I am doubtful
about Arex as a viable life form. Six limbe I cen accept, but three
arms and three legs is symetrically wrong; it should be four and
two. Either four legs for stability on a heavy gravity planet, ox
four arms for dexterity on a light gravity planet.

And who knows? Somewhere, other beings may be resding something
similar to this; some article that says -

"Why should oats be the only creatures to develop 1ntelllgenoe7
Somewhere, there may be & race of intelligent primates...”

Sheila Clark.
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.- The lest competition gk & much better response, with ten
entries from nihe membérs; BSue Bradley, Alison Glover, Robin Hill,
. Chris Jones, Valerie McLean, Rosa Moore, Elizabeth Sharp, Gail
Smith snd Helen Sneddon. Judging proved rather difficult; the
over-all standard was high. Eventually I psssed the final decision
over.to a wholly impartial judge - my mother, who, while she does.
watch, is in no way a fan. ‘As it happened her choice for first
and seoond places coincided with mine.

The winner is Elizabeth Sharp - and I just wish I could write
half as well as she does. Running Elizsbeth a very close second is
Helen Sneddon, with Robin Hill and Valerie McLean tying for third
place. I hope to print all four of these stories eventually.

- To the unlucky ones -~ especially to those who said it was their
first effort at writing - I'd like to say, don't give up. Your
stories were all good - and maybe next time...

The competition for this newsletter is simply to compoée a
slogan for an envelope sticker, ofvnot more than a dozen words.
Two categories, humorous and serious, the winning slogans to be
printed, and the prize, fifty stickers, either of your own slogan
“or a mixed bag, stete your choice.

Entries to Sheila, please. It helps us if you do send your
letters to the right address; queries, memberships, eto, to
Jenet, orders for things to Beth, anything for prlntlng (including
artwork line -drawings please) and competitions to me (Shella)
Otherw1se there might be a delay. (It would also speed things up
if the seoretary would bother to open letters she gets from othex
- committee members...are you listening, Beth? instead of putting
them in her bag and forgetting sbout them... '

R R RVEVE TR TR ¥ X3

Wanted: by Susan Moore, 69 Charnwood Rd., South Norwood, SE25 6NT
Has anyone any photos of me at the con's fancy dress in Ape costume

to sell. Also any of tribble and handler and contestants group photo.
R H B R R R HERERFRXNF
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Report on the Empathy-minioon,”147February,i1976 - by our roving
reporter.

‘Those ef you who menaged the perllous winter-time journey to that
metropolls of the North of BEnglend - Leeds - (eeoond only to Leices-
ter for confusing one-way systems) = will know that a marvellous

“time wes had by 2ll at the Empathy minican.  All, that is, except
the unfortunate secretary of SUT7A.G. who, due to circumstences
beyond her .control, wes forced to spend the weekend with our
"peloved" editor (God' does she snore!) ((bhe means the unfortunate

_editor, who was unsble to sleep due to the’ equeeklng of the bed of
a cértain restless seoretery
"~ The con was not ‘a con' &t all but a pleasant informal day
out. It was a plty that more'trekkere were unable to attend.

Although the fscilities were not ideal, they were adequate when the

loos were loceted (Just behind the brldge screen - check your Dblue-
prints). The programme -of events wessimple, but decidedly efjoyable.

They started off with e genersl chat et about 9100am, while.the
sales tebles were sé% up; and this chetter continued during a brisk
sales session. At .11.00 am the President of Empathy - the De-light-

ful Cath Owens - madehher=maiden‘FCbnrtribble—ution’, 2 speech.

This wes admlreble in that it was- short and to.the point, sandwiches

would be aveilable in one hour, after which films would be shown,
end thet the bar wes open. Then ceme the 'piece de r951stance’ -

Robin Hill's slide show, featuring the main con.

Ir contrast to the usual 'run of the Vicarage' sllde shows, this
was a cultural feast not. to be missed. It sterted with a 'Board of
Tribbles' film sensors X certificate. Somehow Captain Kirk and Dr.
McCoy became 1nextrlcebly involved in 'A Piece of the Actlon'.
Captéain Kirk was particulerly struck by the excellerice of Helen
McCarthy's dress designs as modelled by Chris Jones. He thought

the design of Chris Jones wesn't too bad either!!! He was not
impressed, however, by the 'transvestite' Tellarite (Beth Hallem in
dreg) ((..... end I shared a room with her!!*¥¥§@+a®| Fd.))

I am told thet the coffee and sendwiches were ‘good, but I myeeLf
accompanied by %wo friends snd the editor, went for a 'fascinating,
De- llClous'(sorry, Jim!) Chinese meal. Tha afternoon's entertain-
ment“was of the kind best liked by 'Ster Trek' fans, of the seme ilk
as ‘Drecula S Weddlng - After 2% hours of this, the suction was |
held. This didn't prove as. lucrative to the club &s other similax
events have previously done — .many. people hav1ng to leave early 1n
order to catch trains, cosches, etc.

S.T.A.G. eeles were excellent, meklng a fun- day into @ profltable
one as well. We made s total of £62; in gratitude to Cath and hex
helpers for prov1d1ng the opportunity to boost our funds and,.
due to a small though select attendance, Empathy's proflts were not
a8 high as they had wished; we decided to meke a donation, on your
behalf, of £5 to their funds. The editorial: committee of "Alnitah!
donated 107 of thelr taklnds to -the con. orgenlsers to aid Emp&hy
also. '

If thHis mlnloon wee a falr example of the. relaxed atmosphere .
Empathy Wlll prov1de et their mein con,. in the autumn, then book us
in now! o

' The Seoretery end Edltor of S.T.A.G. ‘
'beoretary 40 Editor 30 - game set and match to Beth Hallam - this
time round! (I demand a recount - Editor)

STOP PRESS. July 15th has been announced as the dete on which the
film will start productiQl. .. vvyiswswvirnwy
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IT'S TIME FOR SOME ACTION - Janet.

If we want to see the banned episodes - EMPATH, PLATO'S STEP-
CHILDREN, WHOM GODS DESTROY and now MIRI, -we're all .going %o have
. to take someiaction. We would like rall members to write to the
- BBC within one wéek of receiving this newsletter to ask them to show
the beanned episodés, even if they put them on late at night. You
could point out thet they‘but far worse things on after the nine
o'clock news, including X-retéed horror films, then anything Ster.Trek
ever produced. There is nothing in these episodes that could be
harmfub to anyone. (For anyone who doesn't know the scripts, Blish's
versions are very accurate for EMPATH and PLATO'S STEPCHILDREN -
rather less so for WHOM GODS DESTROY). You could point out that
since the BBC are the only ones with the rights to show these
episodes it's unfair - heartbreaking - of them not to show them
Don't be. abusive, though - that won't help!

" IMPORTANT — Some of you were fortunate enough to see a film called
"Dracula's Wedding" at the last S.7. con. DO NOT mention this in
your lettem to the BBC as it was an unofficial showing.

There are 4OO of you receiving this newsletter, Think of fhe
impact if the.BBC received 400 letters within e week, all with the
same appeall -Try to persusde your family and.friends to write in
too - the more letters the better.

Write to -

Bryan Cowgill, BBC Channel 1 Controller, TeleV181on Centre,

Wood Lane, London W12 T7RJ.

Use plain envelopés with no slogans or stickers. We want them
'to look official so that they get opened and not just redireécted
to the Programme Correspondance section. Don't mention S.T.A.G. ox
any other club; we don‘t want to make it 1ook llﬁe a oonsplracy’

Fe Wk KK RFH AR F KKK KN ®

OTHER CLUSBS: . - .. . . =
BEYOND ANTARES: Sheils Hull, 49 Southempton Rd., Far Cotton,
Northampton.
EMPATHY: 30 Ovenden Way, Halifex, West Yorks.  Empathy have several
zines available - why not write and ask about them?
HOSATO: WNow an international fan club for George Takei. Jenny
Elson, 16 Stafford Drive, Wigston, Leicester. ~
JDIFC: An American-based club for Jim Doohan, £2 surface, £4
airmail. . Anna Hreha, 1519 NW 204th Street, Washington 98177 USA.
STARBASE 1%: A new club, dues 80p a year. Newsletters include a
serial, 'The Hellfire Club'. Brian Longstaff, 15 Woodfarm Dr.,
- Sheffield 86 5LW Yorks.
STCC: Jackie Dunham, 105 Somerlayton Gardens, Norwich. TIssue'5 of
. Jackie's zine, Fizzbin, 25p due out soon if it isn't already
available.. STCC's newsletters always include a story.
-STERB: “John Hind, 14 Bingham Rd., Radcliffe-on-Trent, Nottinghsam.
WSE: Chris Johées, 222 Manchester Rd., Heaton Norris, Stockport.
STAC: an Australian club. I've now read the first isste of their
zine, 'Beyond Antares' znd cen recommend it. It includeés a fair
amount of poetry and some excellent sriwork, articles and stories.
They sre willing to trade or sell. (Contact Susan Clarke, Ark Royale,
6 Bellvue Rd., PFaulconbridge, New South Wales 2776, Australia.

ARSI RERRIRAHHHRKR
Log 4, pu'lished by Corgi, should be in the shops within the next

few weeks.
oL Ho R R K H W N W R H R K



11

PENPALS: _
The following people would like penpals -

Patricia Ann Parish, 10707 New Haven Street No 30, Sun Valley,
CA91352 USA -

Carol Rode, 835 Cregmont Ave., Berkley,‘CA94708 Us4A
Sue Florella, 11505 Hetteras Dt No 5 . Hollywood CA9l60l USA

We dldn‘t get any details about what age groups they would like
to write to, or their other interests, if eny. I've written all
three to ask for this 1nformatlon but to date haven't had s reply,
-though I would expectto hear from them by, the fime you get this
newsletter. If you're interested and would like this: information,
send me (Sheila) a2 SAE and 3:’11 pass it on.

B S R R R R

ORIGINS OF THE VULCAN RACE -
(A humorous look at their evolution)

Why axe Vulcens like they are,

this fact has puzzled peoples neer and far.
The secret hes been hidden deep in ftime

but I'm about to reveal it in this rhyme!

Once long ago Vulcans were much like you and T,
and used %o Journey dcross the sky
To VlSlt our planet BEarth,
: . for recreetion and a little mlrth
Amonv their favourite Terrsn shores
was one just ecross from this Island of ours
And peckage trips used to descend
for a fun-packed holidey. in Irelend.

On one such tour ne'er to be forgot,
the group happened to find the spot
That proved to be the secret plece
of the island's 'little people' race,
And spying them the Vulcans jeered,
and laughed and said "Will you look at those ears
On the wee men all dressed in funny green,
it's quite the most hilarious image we've seen!™®

The leprechauns leapt up with rage,
and seid, "Hence from this age,
You'll rue the dsy you visited this shore,
for the Vulcen that yow know shall be no morel™”
And sure enough from thet dey hance,
everyone of their descents
Has ears with points and blood that's green,
the two things they found, so amusing!

And now the Vulcens sre & people without emotion,

they daven't let the mask slip even for a moment
Wever wanting to risk agein,

the wrath of some other, powerful little men!

Sheila Cornall.
F R F AR YK K e K NN S He e



And so we resch the end of another newsletter.
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KLINGON LAMENT - Lt. Klong, Starship Destruction.

We've heard about bold Captain Kirk,
Hig minions beside him,

His great capacity for work,

The women who've adored him.

We've heard about his grest stafship
And all his glorious missions,

There's just one thing we want to ask.

What sbout the Klingons?

We know thatKoloth isn't quite
What you might call 2 Captain.
He isn't handsome, good or nice;
But thet's the wey we like him. .

We
We
We
I+
We
It

It's...

don't like Vulcans, Gorns or Tribbles,
don't like Earthers either,
don't like anybody else,

makes our triumph sweeter.

tried the good wey long ago,
didn't get us fexr on, ,
And so we_chenged our weys to be
Your nasty neighbourhood Klingons.

And so we went to ask you this -
It reelly does surprise us -
With all the gquelities we have
Why does nob~dy like us? 4
Transleted by Ann Wigmore.

to you all.

STAR TREK ACTION GROUP.

Sheila.

R s e R e

If undelivered, plesse return to:
Janet Queaxrton,

c¢/o Mr. R. Woodhouse,
Sutton Hill Farm,
Blendford,

Dorset.

Peace and prosperity
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