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E. A. Kemp High School      Stephen F. Austin High School

Bryan, Texas
The Black schools in Bryan were named after national and local Black educators

The White schools were named after Texas founding fathers



E. A. Kemp High School Class ‘71

Stephen F. Austin High School Class ‘71

Pam 
Mitchell
Little

Kemp Bears
Maroon & White
A&M donated used football 
uniforms which determined school 
colors

Bryan Broncos
Green & White

Kemp High School Annual 1970 & Stephen F. Austin 1971 Annual; Brazos Valley African American Museum



Dr. Alton Bowen, 
Superintendent of Bryan ISD 
from 1960 until 1970 led the 
BISD School Board in deciding 
to build a new high school 
and reorganizing the district 
to meet the desegregation 
requirements.

Interview with Dr. Thomas H. Davis, SFA student leader, class of .71 & Stephen F. Austin Annual 1971



Student Councils from both schools met and selected 3 sets of color and mascot options to be 
voted on by student bodies from each school.  No old themes were allowed so that all students 
both black and white would feel they had ownership of the colors and mascot.  SFA had one 
Black student council member and he was elected as the Homecoming King.

Kemp High School Annual 1970 & Stephen F. Austin 1971 Annual; Interview with Dr. Thomas Davis, SFA student leader



Bryan High School campus 
with students from E. A. 
Kemp and Stephen F. Austin 
High Schools opened in 
1971

The colors chosen were blue 
and silver

The Vikings were chosen as 
the mascot
Bryan High School 1972 Annual



Bryan High School Annual 1972

First Student Council of 
Bryan High School 1972

Black student Willie Pruitt
was elected President of 
the Student Council



Long Road to Desegregation of High Schools

1954 Brown vs Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas

Separate is not equal finding

1955 Bryan Superintendent Dr. Carmichael “explored” desegregation in Baltimore 
and Washington D. C. and found:

SFA 1959 Annual; Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 51 



April 1957 Reaction of Black Citizens

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 55 

As described in 
Annette 
Gordon-Reed 
“On 
Juneteenth” 
not all Black 
families were 
in favor of 
desegregation



June & July 1957 Board Meetings – Texas House Bill 65

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 55

Texas 
Legislature 
tried to 
prohibit 
integration in 
Texas schools



October 11, 1960 - Response from Black Educators

Dissertation, Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas,1946-1971, Hill, Scott, p. 60

In a letter to the 
Bryan Dailey 
Eagle
Black Educators 
argued against 
integration 



September 15, 1961 – Lawsuit Filed 

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 63; The Bryan Daily Eagle, September 15, 1961, p. 1

No further integration discussions at board meetings.  Board waited on court’s decision.



Judgement in 
favor of Mr. 

Thomas created 
Freedom of 
Choice Plan

Summer of 1963 

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 65 



July 2, 1964 – Passage of Civil Rights Act

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 98 

Suspension of 
Federal funding for 
segregated schools 
got the attention of 
the school board



Early 1965 – Freedom of Choice 

September 1965 – Freedom of Choice Extended to All Grades

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 100 



April 1966 – Change in Language

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 106



1967-1968

The 6-2-2-2 plan meant white children would go to Black schools and 
Black children would go to white schools.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 110 



Fall of 1970 – Fires in Black Schools

3 Black schools burned – faulty wiring was the cause 
of Washington Elementary fire and the other two 
causes were never determined.

The Daily Eagle, September 17 & 18, 1970, p. 1; The Daily Eagle, November 27, 1970, p. 1



The Daily Eagle, December 14, 1970, p. 1; Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, hill, Scott p. 109



Bryan ISD website; https://www.bryanisd.org

Fall of 1971 Bryan High School Opened

https://www.bryanisd.org/


Spring of 1982 Follow Up in the Eagle
Display at BVAA

Comparison of 1971 All White SFA Class to 1982 
Bryan High School Integrated Class

The Eagle provided incorrect information.  Due to 
the Freedom of Choice Plan Black students attended 
Stephen F. Austin High School.  This picture from the 
1971 Bronco Annual shows Pam Mitchell at the 
bottom of the page.  The reporter had to go all the 
way to the M’s to find a page that did not have a 
picture of a Black student.

Brazos Valley African American Museum



Spring of 1971 to Spring of 1982 Student Population

In 2020 Student 
Population looked 
very different

African Am. 18%
White 26%
Hispanic 52%
Other 4%

The Daily Eagle, March 27, 1982



March 27, 1982

Educators, students and parents, both 
Black and White, agree desegregation 
worked smoothly in Bryan ISD 

Concerns for Black Students after ten years
Academic – no Black honor students
Role Models – not enough Black school personnel 
for students to emulate
Fewer college bound students than before 1971
Less involvement in clubs, FFA, FHA, and choir, 
and other extracurricular activities

The Daily Eagle, March 27, 1982
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